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people are trafficked across international bor-
ders each year. Instead of dreams of better
jobs and better lives, they are trapped into a
nightmare of coercion, violence, and disease.
However, trafficking is not just a problem in
other countries. In addition to the men,
women, and children from around the world
who are brought into the United States for the
sole purpose of being bought and sold by
American citizens for commercial sex, in many

communities, the victims themselves are
Americans.
The legislation, which is based on an

amendment attached by Senator GRASSLEY to
S. 1321, the “Telephone Excise Tax Repeal
Act of 2005,” would authorize $2 million to-
ward the establishment of an office within the
IRS Criminal Investigation division to pros-
ecute sex traffickers for violations of tax laws.
This office would coordinate closely with the
existing task forces in the Department of Jus-
tice that are focused on sex trafficking offend-
ers. The IRS would be directed to focus on
the willful failure of traffickers to file returns,
supply information, or pay tax where the tax-
payer is an “aggravated” non-filer. Addition-
ally, the provision establishes a new felony of-
fense for an aggravated failure to file to in-
clude failure to file with respect to income or
payments derived from activity which is crimi-
nal under Federal or State law. The aggra-
vated failure shall carry a maximum sentence
of ten years per failure and shall increase the
penalty from $25,000 under current law to
$50,000. The legislation also increases other
penalties for underpayment or overpayment of
tax due to fraud.

The bill works to the benefit of the women
and girls that are victimized by the traffickers
not only by removing the traffickers from the
streets but also by revising the IRS Whistle-
blower provisions that are currently in place so
that the women and girls who choose to par-
ticipate in the investigation of the trafficker will
be eligible to participate in the whistleblower
program and may ultimately receive some
payment for their participation.

It is important that we protect the victims of
the sex trade industry, and punish the preda-
tors who exploit them.

———
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Mr. BILBRAY. Mr. Speaker, in a day that
will be looked upon as one of the worst days
in American history, | remember it as a day
where the world saw the best in all of us. To-
gether, we mourned the loss of our fellow
countrymen, grieved for the families they left
behind and reaffirmed our resolve to cement
the lessons of their sacrifice. Today, we cele-
brate their memory by forging a renewed com-
mitment to never forget the lives lost on Sep-
tember 11th. For every life we lost, there was
also a tale of courage and spirit.

I'd like to take a moment to tell you the
story of a 53-year-old Catholic priest living in
San Diego named Bill Metzdorf who is also a
member of the California National Guard. On
September 11th, Father Metzdorf was fulfilling
his annual National Guard requirements by
performing funerals at Arlington National Cem-
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etery. Minutes following the attack on the Pen-
tagon, Father Metzdorf was coordinating an
impromptu prayer service. He would later ac-
company rescue workers into the Pentagon
debris and perform blessings over the remains
of those who did not survive the attack. He did
this for more than two weeks, working 12-hour
shifts.

Consoling family members, friends and sur-
vivors, Father Metzdorf helped strangers be-
come friends, facing his difficult mission with
unshakable resolve and fierce determination.
Amidst all of the fear and uncertainty, Father
Metzdorf stood with unwavering strength and
gave others the gift of comfort. His story is
similar to many of the police, fire and emer-
gency responders who went into action,
unafraid and unwilling to let cowards win the
day.

As we honor those people lost five years
ago and the heroes who helped rebuild an in-
jured nation, let us also remember the men
and women who are currently serving in our
armed forces, who did not expect nor invite
what would follow after September 11th. The
people living in the San Diego region that |
represent understand as well as anyone what
kind of sacrifices come with military service.
They have agreed to put a greater interest
above their own and are the cornerstone of
our Republic. They are defending the very
thing the terrorists tried to destroy and we will
never forget their service or sacrifices.

The truth is—we survived the worst and we
still stand tall today. Bound by a common spirit
of enterprise and a love of liberty, we have
moved beyond the shadows cast by the
events of 9-11 and persevered. The terrorists
may have succeeded in tearing down struc-
tures, but no deed can extinguish the flames
of freedom, or the American spirit.
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Mr. RAMSTAD. Mr. Speaker, this month
marks the 55th anniversary of Al-Anon Family
Groups. As co-chair of the Addiction, Treat-
ment and Recovery Caucus, | want to recog-
nize the tremendous work of this dedicated or-
ganization.

For over half a century, Al-Anon and
Alateen have been a key source of support
and hope for families and friends of alcoholics
and addicts all over the world, with over
26,000 groups in 115 different countries.

Policymakers often focus attention on the in-
dividual with chemical addiction and forget or
underestimate how devastating a loved one’s
disease can be on friends and family mem-
bers.

Thankfully, Al-Anon and Alateen have never
forgotten and are always there whenever a
hurting person reaches out for help. We owe
a tremendous debt of gratitude to Al-Anon and
Alateen.

This month not only marks the 55th anniver-
sary of Al-Anon, it is also the 17th annual Na-
tional Alcohol and Drug Addiction Recovery
Month. As we celebrate the promise and pos-
sibility of recovery this month, we must also
remember the loved ones impacted by this
devastating disease. As the chemical depend-
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ency professionals tell us, chemical addiction
is truly a “family disease.”

Thanks to Al-Anon, these individuals have a
place to go where they can find hope and sup-
port. For that we owe this wonderful organiza-
tion and all of its members our support and
gratitude for 55 years of dedicated service.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker, and thank you, Al-
Anon and Alateen.
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Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, | was
regrettably unable to be on the House Floor
for rollcall vote 451, final passage of H. Con.
Res. 210—Supporting the goal of eliminating
suffering and death due to cancer by the year
2015; rolicall vote 452, final passage of H.
Res. 622—To recognize and honor the Filipino
World War Il veterans for their defense of
democratic ideals and their important contribu-
tion to the outcome of World War 1l; and, roll-
call vote 453, final passage of H. Con. Res.
415—Condemning the repression of the Ira-
nian Baha’i community and calling for the
emancipation of Iranian Baha’is. Had | been
present | would have voted: “aye,” for rolicall
vote 451, “aye” for rollcall vote 452, and “aye”
for rollcall vote 453.

———————
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Mrs. JO ANN DAVIS of Virginia. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to call attention to the accom-
plishments of a great man and a great Vir-
ginian, Dr. Raymond A. Bell, Senior Pastor at
Mount Hope Baptist Church.

Dr. Bell celebrates his 20th Anniversary with
Mount Hope Baptist Church on September 23,
2006.

Dr. Bell is a true pillar of his community. As
a leader in the faith community and an advo-
cate for his congregation, Dr. Bell is a real ex-
ample of the values held dear by Virginians—
hard work, perseverance, and dedication.

Mr. Speaker, Dr. Bell is a true American
leader. A successful reverend and public serv-
ant who has worked tirelessly for so many
years, | wish Dr. Bell many more years to so
greatly impact his fellow Virginians.

————
“FLOOD INSURANCE COMMUNITY
OUTREACH GRANT PROGRAM
ACT OF 2006
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Ms. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, one year after
Hurricanes Katrina and Rita, it is clear that

more needs to be done to protect and prepare
homeowners from future catastrophic flooding.
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